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Bodies of 15 Palestiniansreturned
by |srad: Gaza health officials

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Khan Younis

Israel returned the bodies of
15 Palestinians to Gaza on
Friday, officials at Nasser
hospital in Khan Younis
said, in the latest step to ful-
filling the terms of the
fragile US-brokered
ceasefire agreement.

The bodies were returned
after militants late Thursday
handed over the body of one
of the last four remaining
Israeli hostages taken during
the October 7, 2023, attack
that launched the war in
Gaza. Israel identified the
returned body as that of
Meny Godard, who was
abducted from Kibbutz
Be’eri in southern Israel.

His wife, Ayelet, was killed
during the attack. The armed
wings of Hamas and the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad said
Godard’s body was recov-
ered in southern Gaza.

The remains of 25
hostages have been
returned to Israel since the
ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas began on October 10.

There are still three more
in Gaza that need to be
recovered and handed over.
Hamas returned 20 living
hostages to Israel on
October 13. For each hostage
returned, Israel has released
the remains of 15
Palestinians, an exchange
central to the ceasefire’s
first phase. Overall, the
number of bodies of
Palestinians received so far
is 330, of which only 95 have

Druze
group, Syria
force clash
in Sweida

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Damascus

A new round of clashes
between Druze armed
groups and Government
forces in the province of
Sweida in southern Syrian
had subsided Friday but
left fears of another escala-
tion. Clashes on Thursday
led to both sides blaming
each other for violating a
ceasefire that ended several
days of violent fighting in
July. There were reports of
people wounded on both
sides, but no deaths report-
ed. The National Guard, the
de facto military in Sweida,
accused Government forces
of launching an attack on
the town of al-Majdal
Thursday, “employing
heavy and medium
weapons and attack
drones, in an aggressive
attempt to breach our
defence lines and target
vital locations.”

Red Cross convoy carrying the body of a person believed to be a deceased hostage handed over by Hamas
militants makes its way toward the border crossing with Israel, to be transferred to Israeli authorities in Deir al-

Balah, central Gaza Strip

AP

been formally identified,
according to Gaza Health
Ministry officials. Health offi-
cials in Gaza have said iden-
tifying the remains handed
over by Israel is complicat-
ed by a lack of DNA testing
kits. The exchanges have
gone ahead even as Israel
and Hamas have accused
each other of violating other
terms of the deal. Israel has
accused Hamas handing
over partial remains in some
instances and staging the
discovery of bodies in others,

while Hamas has accused
Israel of opening fire at civil-
ians and restricting the flow
of humanitarian aid into
the territory.

The next parts of the 20-
point plan call for creating
an international stabiliza-
tion force, forming a
technocratic Palestinian
Government and disarming
Hamas. The fragile agree-
ment aims to wind down the
war that was triggered by
the Hamas-led attack on
southern Israel that killed

about 1,200 people and saw
251 taken hostage.

Israel responded with a
sweeping military offensive
that has killed more than
69,100 Palestinians in Gaza,
according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry.

Palestinians held for 12
hours on South Africa plane

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Johannesburg

South African authorities
faced heavy criticism on
Friday after they held more
than 150 Palestinians, includ-
ing a woman who is nine
months pregnant, on a plane
for around 12 hours due to
complications with their
travel documents.

A pastor who was allowed
to meet with the passengers
while they were still stuck on
the plane said it was very
extremely and that children
were screaming and crying.

The Palestinians landed
on a charter plane at
Johannesburg’s OR Tambo
International Airport on
Thursday morning after a
stopover in Nairobi, Kenya,
South Africa’s Border
Management Authority said
in a statement.

The Palestinian passen-
gers did not have exit stamps
from Israeli authorities, did
not indicate how long they
would be staying in South
Africa and had not given
local addresses, leading
immigration authorities to
deny them entry, the
statement said.

The 153 passengers includ-
ing families and children
were allowed to leave the
plane on Thursday night after
South Africa’s Ministry of

THE PALESTINIAN
PASSENGERS DID
NOT HAVE EXIT
STAMPS FROM
ISRAELI
AUTHORITIES

Home Affairs intervened and
a local non-governmental
organization called Gift of the
Givers offered to accommo-
date them. The Border
Management Authority said
23 passengers had since trav-
elled on to other countries,
leaving 130 in South Africa.
Gift of the Givers founder
Imtiaz Sooliman said it was
the second plane carrying
Palestinians to land in South
Africa in the last two weeks
and that the passengers
themselves did not know
where they were going. He
said both planes were
believed to be carrying
people from war-torn Gaza.
It was not immediately
clear who organized the
charter plane. A South African
pastor who was given access
to the plane while it was on
the tarmac told national
broadcaster SABC that many
of the Palestinians now
intended to claim asylum in
South Africa. South Africa
has long been a supporter of
the Palestinian cause and
the treatment of the trav-
ellers has sparked anger.

UN human rights body holds
gpecial session on Sudan

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Geneva

The UN's top human rights
body was holding a one-day
special session Friday to
highlight hundreds of
killings at a hospital in
Sudan’s Darfur region and
other atrocities committed
last month by paramilitary
forces fighting the army. The
Human Rights Council was
also debating a draft
resolution calling on an
existing team of independent
experts to carry out an urgent
inquiry into the killings and
other rights violations in the
city of el-Fasher by the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF)
paramilitary. “The atrocities
that are unfolding in el-
Fasher were foreseen and
preventable, but they were
not prevented. They
constitute the gravest of

crimes,” said Volker Turk, the
UN human rights chief. Last
month the RSF seized el-
Fasher, the capital of North
Darfur, and rampaged
through the Saudi Hospital in
the city, killing more than
450 people, according to the
World Health Organisation
(WHO). RSF fighters went
house to house, killing
civilians and committing
sexual assaults.

Turk said “none of us
should be surprised” by
reports, since the RSF took
control of the city, of "mass
killings of civilians, ethnically
targeted executions, sexual
violence including gang rape,
abductions for ransom,
widespread arbitrary
detentions, attacks on health
facilities, medical staff and
humanitarian workers, and
other appalling atrocities.”
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