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FROM THE

WORLD

Barred from appearing on
Sunday’s ballot, former
leftist president Evo
Morales has launched a
scrappy campaign for a
presidential contender
with no name, no face and
no formal platform. The
contender’s known as
“Nulo” — Spanish for the
null-and-void vote. Nulo
has a reliable base in
Bolivia, where voting is
compulsory. The coca-
farming union leader
disqualified from the race
and seeking to distance
himself from the
unpopular President Luis
Arce and other leftists
associated with Bolivia’s
worst economic crisis in
four decades, Morales has
emerged as Nulo’s
greatest champion.

Ex President
Campaigns for
invalid votes 

USA ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n MAALE ADUMIM

Israel’s far-right finance min-
ister announced a con-
tentious new settlement con-
struction in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank on Thursday
which Palestinians and rights
groups worry will scuttle
plans for a future Palestinian
State by effectively cutting
the West Bank into two
separate parts. 

The announcement comes
as many countries said they
would recognise a Palestinian
State in September.

“This reality finally buries
the idea of a Palestinian State,
because there is nothing to
recognise and no one to
recognise,” said Finance
Minister      Bezalel Smotrich. 

“Anyone in the world who
tries today to recognize a
Palestinian State—will
receive an answer from us
on the ground,” he said. 

Development in E1, an
open tract of land east of
Jerusalem, has been under
consideration for more than

two decades, but was frozen
due to US pressure during
previous administrations. 

On Thursday, Smotrich
praised President Donald
Trump and US ambassador
to Israel Mike Huckabee as
“true friends of Israel as we
have never had before.” 

The E1 plan has not yet
received its final approval,
which is expected next
week.

The plan includes around
3,500 apartments to expand
the settlement of Maale
Adumim, Smotrich said.
While some bureaucratic

steps remain, if the process
moves quickly, infrastruc-
ture work could begin in the
next few months and con-
struction of homes could
start in around a year. 

Rights groups swiftly con-
demned the plan. Peace
Now called it “deadly for the

future of Israel and for any
chance of achieving a peace-
ful two-State solution” which
is “guaranteeing many more
years of bloodshed.”

The announcement
comes as the Palestinian
Authority and Arab coun-
tries condemned Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s statement in
an interview on Tuesday
that he was “very” attached
to the vision of a Greater

Israel.   He did not elaborate,
but supporters of the idea
believe that Israel should
control not only the occu-
pied West Bank but parts of
Arab countries. 

Critics of the E1 project say
would split the West Bank,
cut off East Jerusalem, which
Palestinians want to be their
future capital, and make a
contiguous Palestinian
State impossible. 

Heavy rain pounds Seoul region, one person killed

Israel’s finance minister announced new settlement construction in the Israeli-occupied West Bank AP

Jerusalem: More than 100 nonprofit groups warned on

Thursday that Israel’s rules for aid groups working in the Gaza

Strip and occupied West Bank will block much-needed relief

and replace independent organisations with those that serve

Israel’s political and military agenda — charges that Israel

denied. A letter signed by organisations including Oxfam,

Doctors Without Borders and CARE accused Israel of

“weaponising aid” as people starve in war-torn Gaza and using

it as a tool to entrench control. The groups were responding to

registration rules announced by Israel in March that require

organisations to hand over full lists of their donors and

Palestinian staff for vetting. The groups contend that doing so

could endanger their staff and give Israel broad grounds to

block aid if groups are deemed to be “delegitimising” the

country or supporting boycotts or divestment.

AID GROUPS CALL ON ISRAEL TO END
‘WEAPONISATION’ OF AID IN GAZA

Pak announces
creation of
new Army
Rocket Force
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Islamabad

Pakistan has announced the
creation of a new force - the
Army Rocket Force Command
- equipped with modern tech-
nology and intended to serve as
a “milestone” in strengthening
its combat capabilities.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif made the announce-
ment at an event late
Wednesday night to mark the
79th Independence Day and
commemorate the recent four-
day military confrontation with
India. “On this occasion, today,
I announce the formation of the
Army Rocket Force Command,”
Prime Minister Sharif said at the
event attended by President Asif
Ali Zardari, the three services
chiefs, and national and
foreign dignitaries. 

“Equipped with modern
technology and capable of tar-
geting the enemy from every
direction, this force will prove
another milestone in further
strengthening our convention-
al war capabilities,” he said. He,
however, provided no further
details about the new force or
its responsibilities.

Pakistan’s new force
command is apparently
inspired by its all-weather ally
China’s People’s Liberation
Army Rocket Force, which con-
trols arsenal of land-based bal-
listic, hypersonic, cruise
missiles - both nuclear and
conventional.

Sharif’s announcement
came days after Pakistan Army
Chief Asim Munir’s nuclear
threat against India from US soil
and former foreign minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s
remarks that if India forces
Pakistan into war, the nation
will not back down.

The prime minister termed
the military confrontation
between Pakistan and India in
May as a “major victory” and
credited the country’s nuclear
capability as a strategic neces-
sity in response to India’s
atomic power.

He claimed that “in just
four days, India’s arrogance was
shattered.” He extended grati-
tude to US President Donald
Trump for what he called “facil-
itating a ceasefire between India
and Pakistan”, and underscored
that the Kashmir issue should be
resolved in accordance with
UN resolutions. 

Israel announces West Bank settlement 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Seoul

Torrential rain battered South
Korea’s greater Capital region
for a second day on Thursday,
leaving at least one person
dead, flooding or damaging
hundreds of roads and

homes, and forcing more
than 1,000 people to evacu-
ate.

About 250 to 300 millime-
tres of rain fell in parts of
Seoul and nearby cities Paju,
Incheon and Gimpo through
Thursday morning, leaving

vehicles stranded on roads
that became chocolate-
coloured rivers and residents
salvaging belongings from
properties damaged by
flash floods. 

Authorities issued flood
and landslide warnings for
areas near rivers, streams,
and hills, while emergency
workers rescued at least 145
people and responded to
hundreds of reports of road
disruptions. As of Thursday
morning, power was restored

to some 4,000 households
that had been knocked out of
electricity overnight, the
Ministry of the Interior and
Safety said. South Korea’s
weather     agency said the
greater Seoul area will contin-
ue to be affected by down-
pours through      on Thursday
morning. Authorities shut
down dozens of riverside
parks and more than 100
hiking trails while issuing text
messages    warning people to
beware of floods, landslides
and damaged structures.



¦ffdªf¹ff¶ffQ/³fûEOXf 2³fBXÊX dQ»»fe, VfbIiY½ffSXXX, 15 A¦fÀ°fX 2025

¸fÔdQSXûÔ ¸fZÔ ªf³¸ff¿MX¸fe IYe °f`¹ffdSX¹ffa ªfûSXûÔ ´fSX 
¦ffd(¹ff¶ffQÜ ßfeIÈY¿¯f (³¸ffá¸fe IYû »fZIYSX BÀIYfg³f ¸fÔdQSX ¸fZÔ °f`¹ffdSX¹ffÔ (ûSXû-VfûSXûÔ ÀfZ ¨f»f SXWXe WX`Ü ¸fÔdQSX IZY ¨ffSXûÔ AûSX SXÔ¦f-d¶fSXÔ¦fe d¶f(»fe IYe Óff»fSXûÔ ÀfZ ¸ff¦fûÊÔ IYû Àf(f¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü Àff±f WXe UÈÔQfU³f IYe °f(Ê ´fSX

IYf³WXe IZY d»fE RcY»fûÔ IYf ¶fÔ¦f»ff ¶f³ff¹ff (f SXWXf WX`Ü BÀfIZY A»ffUf VfWXSX IZY 543 ¸fÔdQSXûÔ ¸fZÔ ÓffÔdIY¹ffÔ d³fIYf»f³fZ IYe ·fe °f`¹ffSXe ¨f»f SXWXe WX`Ü SXf(³f¦fSX ÀfZ¢MXSX-11 dÀ±f°f BÀIYfg³f ¸fÔdQSX ¸fZÔ 16 A¦fÀ°f IYû IYf³WXf IYf
(³¸f ·f'¹f øY´f ÀfZ ¸f³ff³fZ IYe °f`¹ffSXe ¨f»f SXWXe WX`Ü ¸fÔdQSX IZY ¸fWXf´fi¶fÔ²fIY Ad·fSXf¸f ¦fûdUÔQ QfÀf
³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY ¸fÔdQSX ÀfZ »fZIYSX ÀfZ¢MXSX -10 d°fSXfWXZ °fIY SXÔ¦f d¶fSXÔ¦fe »ffBMX »f¦ffBÊ ¦fBÊ WX`Ü  d¶f(»fe

IYe SXÔ¦f d¶fSXÔ¦fe Óff»fSX »f¦ff Qe ¦fBÊ WX`Ü 
dU·ff¦f dQ½¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû
SXûþ¦ffSX dQ»ff³fZ IZY

d»fE »fZ SXWXf þf³fIYfSXe 
¦ffd(¹ff¶ffQÜ d(»fZ IZY

dQ'¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû SXû(¦ffSX dQ»ff³fZ IZY
d»fE dQ'¹ffÔ¦f(³f dU·ff¦f CX³fIYe
Àf·fe (f³fIYfSXe ¸ffÔ¦f SXWXf WX`, d(ÀfÀfZ
(øYSX°f¸fÔQ dQ'¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû dUd·f³³f
IÔY´fd³f¹fûÔ AüSX ÀfÔÀ±ff³fûÔ ¸fZÔ SXû(¦ffSX
dQ»ff¹ff (f ÀfIZYÜ d(»ff
dQ'¹ffÔ¦f(³f Ad²fIYfSXe AÔVfb»f
¨füWXf³f ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY dU·ff¦f õfSXf
(³f´fQ IZY EZÀfZ dQ'¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYe
(f³fIYfSXe ¸ffÔ¦fe (f SXWXe WX`, d(³fIYe
CX¸fi 40 U¿fÊ ¹ff CXÀfZ IY¸f WX`Ü dU·ff¦f
dQ'¹ffÔ¦f IYf ³ff¸f, ´f°ff, Af¹fb,
dQ'¹ffÔ¦f°ff IYf ´fiIYfSX, Vf`dÃfIY
¹fû¦¹f°ff AüSX IYüVf»f AfdQ IYe
(f³fIYfSXe »fZ SXWXf WX`Ü Ad²fIYfSXe ³fZ
¶f°ff¹ff dIY dUd·f³³f IÔY´fd³f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ
´f`dIÔY¦f U A³¹f ´fiIYfSX IZY IYf¹fÊ WXû°fZ
WX`Ô, d(³fIYû dQ'¹ffÔ¦f AfÀff³fe ÀfZ IYSX
ÀfIY°fZ WX` ÔÜ B³f IYf¹fûÊÔ IZY d»fE
IÔY´fd³f¹fûÔ ÀfZ ÀfÔ´fIYÊ IYSX B³fIYe
(f³fIYfSXe ÀffÓff IYe (fE¦feÜ
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